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T
he production of perform

ance has gained 
renew

ed attention in recent years. A
rtistic 

processes in theaters have com
e into focus, 

as have their social foundations, institutional 
fram

ew
orks and m

aterial entanglem
ents.

T
his has led to an increased adaptation of 

m
ethodologies from

 the social sciences. 
In particular, qualitative m

ethods, m
ost 

prom
inently praxeological and ethnographical 

approaches, have opened up new
 w

ays of 
engaging w

ith theater.

S
tudio S

tage (S
tudiobühne) 

of the Institute for T
heater S

tudies, 
LM

U
 M

unich
N

euturm
strasse 5

, 8
0

331 M
unich

A
n event of the Institute for 

T
heater S

tudies, LM
U

 M
unich.

w
w

w
.theaterw

issenschaft.uni-m
uenchen.de

T
he conference is part of the research project 

»T
he A

rt of C
rafts: A

 P
raxeography 

of the T
heater A

pparatus.«
https://w

w
w

.ulf-otto.de/en/die-kunst-der-gew
erke/

C
oncept and realization: 

U
lf O

tto, Luise B
arsch, A

nna R
aisich 

C
ollaboration: 

E
m

m
a M

ulser, Johannes R
om

ann

Participation is free of charge.
R

egistration until June 2
8

, 2
0

23 
under: gew

erke@
lrz.uni-m

uenchen.de.

C
oncept &

 design: B
ureau Johannes E

rler

W
riting T
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ethods, S
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and the M

aking of Perform
ance

B
ut the expansion of the m

ethodological toolbox 
is not just that. It reinvents epistem

ological 
relations and has lasting repercussions for the 
subjects and objects of research. W

hile theater 
scholars have traditionally found them

selves 
w

ithin the dispositif of theater as spectators 
confronting the perform

ance, the m
ove 

backstage and elsew
here equates to a loss 

of this privileged position and inevitably leads to 
an epistem

ological decentering of perform
ance.

T
his in turn provokes a closer look at the 

practices of research: techniques of description 
(protocols) and inscription (photographs, 
recordings) com

e to the fore, as do the diverse 
social and m

aterial agents that are m
obilized to 

turn fleeting observations into reliably defined 
and delim

ited subjects of know
ledge.

A
ccordingly, the aim

 of the conference is, on the 
one hand, to discuss ethnographical strategies 
in the dom

ain of theater studies, including their 
epistem

ological repercussions. O
n the other 

hand, it is to take a look back at established 
w

riting strategies, taking inspiration from
 the 

rich body of critical self-reflection in 
ethnography: W

hat happens to theater w
hen 

scholars m
ove backstage, and w

hat can w
e 

learn from
 there about our scholarly selves?
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